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CENTER 
AQUINAS 

Our Mission:  

Aquinas Center builds 

unity in diversity,  

supports learning, and  

inspires thoughtful action.   
 

Growing Our Future Motivated to Give 

Hospitality 

Responsiveness 

Solidarity 

Transformation 

Kathleen, pictured above at last spring’s  

garden planning discussion, describes why  

she became a monthly donor: 

“I genuinely wanted to support the good work 

that is happening at Aquinas Center, and yet I 

kept missing out on opportunities to physically 

be present and participate in the way that I 

hoped I would. I felt a consistent (albeit 

small) financial contribution would be one 

little way to stay connected and show my desire 

to promote the incredible mission and ministry 

that is happening there.   

I believe in the values of hospitality, respon-

siveness, solidarity, and transformation that 

are cornerstones of Aquinas Center and want  

to see their good work continue---this option  

to choose an amount and give monthly was 

a perfect fit!”    

Visit staquinas.com/aquinascenter/

supportourmission/ to learn how you can  

become a monthly donor using automatic  

direct debit.  

 

 

 

 

Aquinas Center is delighted to receive a grant 

from NDS for $5,000 to launch our Multicul-

tural Community Garden project. This is an 

exciting opportunity to not only offer children 

and youth a place for hands-on, interdiscipli-

nary learning, but also to serve as a vehicle to 

engage their parents and relatives in the pow-

erful cycle from planting to harvest. When 

asked about the possibility of a garden as a 

classroom, the English language learning   

students at the St. Thomas Aquinas Mission 

School responded with such enthusiasm! They 

wrote the following for their teacher Mrs.  

Dugdale-Garcia: I can plant flowers; My mom 

and dad can help plant our garden!; We would 

like to build a community garden because to 

make us vegetables to eat and oxygen. 

Between 800-1,000 people of all different  

nationalities come through the parish gates 

each weekend for Mass, Sunday School, youth 

group, catechesis, formation, English classes, 

social services, and more. An additional three 

to four hundred are averaged during the  

weekdays. With the support of Nutritional 

Development Services, the courtyard and  

garden is be-

ing reworked 

to offer more 

s p a c e  f o r 

learning. This 

will strengthen 

the sense of 

c o m m u n i t y 

and create even more ways for our people to 

pursue healthy food and exercise choices. 

Increased refrigeration at the center will allow 

us to better offer the Summer Meals program 

that is so essential for families during the out 

of school time months. 

In keeping with its mission to provide food 

and food-related resources to the community, 

NDS of the Archdiocese of Philadelphia,  

reports that it is excited to partner with the 

Aquinas Center in the development of a Multi-

cultural Community Garden. Not only will the 

garden be a source of healthy food for area 

residents but the garden will also build  

community and encourage healthy eating and 

Continued on p. 4 

As a result of a special request from the Catholic Charities  

Appeal, Nutritional Development Services (NDS) has received 

contributions that will make possible the expansion of its  

services. In addition to adding new food cupboards and growing 

the capacity of existing food cupboards with fresh foods, NDS 

will also be working in a few new areas, including a multicul-

tural gardening project.  



Love and Basketball 
Bridget McGovern reflects on her  

experience being involved in a Sunday  

basketball league at St. Thomas Aquinas. 

Members of the St. Thomas Aquinas commu-

nity—Victor Manzanarez, Rosalio Luna, Alfonso 

Garcia Reyes—responded to the desires of their 

fellow neighbors and initiated the start of an adult 

basketball league. With the support of Monsignor 

Shields and the parish, eight men’s teams quickly 

formed. The first game of the season kicked off 

amidst the enthusiasm of a jam-packed crowd 

that remained in the gym the entirety of that  

Sunday afternoon in support of the teams and one 

another.  

However, an unanticipated addition to the enthu-

siasm quickly emerged as the women of the com-

munity demanded a piece of the action. The  

following week, there were six women’s teams to 

add to an already vibrant league. Seemingly over-

night, the basketball league became a sensation  

Hospitality >>> 

Hosting Urban Immersion 
and Service Trips   

Aquinas Center creates customized urban immersion experiences  

for groups of all ages that involve:  

  Meaningful volunteer service that balances interaction  

with people and demonstrated impact  

 Neighborhood tours; 

 Dialogue with community residents; 

 Educational presentations; and, 

 Guided reflection around faith and justice topics, including: 

poverty, immigration, intercultural communication, urban revi-

talization, education access, housing and homelessness, hunger 

and food security, and public art and restorative justice.  

 

Transformation >>> 

that packed both the punch of competition 

and the values of community, safety, joy, and 

family. While originally a proposal of the 

Mexican community, the league has begun to 

bridge cultural divides as the excitement has 

spread across the parish community.  

Having played sports most of my life, I am 

familiar with the nuances of athletic competi-

tion. I’m used to whistles, loud noises,  

pushing my body to the limits, and vulner-

ability. What I was not used to was the sight 

of hundreds of people crowding the gym at St. 

Thomas. I was not used to the referees  

disrupting the game for the dozens of niños 

playing a little too close to the sidelines. I’ve 

never had teammates change their kid’s  

diaper at halftime or re-energize with  

empañadas from the court-side concessions 

after a game.  

I was not used to any of it, but there was no 

challenge in becoming accustomed to what 

quickly became a treasured Sunday ritual. 

Sundays were alive with community, electric 

enthusiasm, family, and joy...it was no chal-

lenge to adapt to what I have always recog-

nized as church at its best. 

Bridget served as an intern with Aquinas 
Center for the 2013-2104 school year 
through the MSW program at West Chester 
University.  

Partnerships with local agencies and advocacy organizations provide  

exciting opportunities for engagement with local and global issues. 

Groups have worked with:  

SEAMAAC, Access Center, Juntos, New Sanctuary Movement, 

Community Center at Visitation, Dawn’s Place, Cristo Rey Phila-

delphia High School, Philabundance, Mural Arts, Christian Legal 

Clinics of Philadelphia, Project HOME, South Philadelphia High 

School, St. Thomas Aquinas Independence Mission School, 

PhillyRising, Greensgrow, Mary Our Mother of Peace Out of 

School Time Program, Philadelphia Praise Center, and more.  

Save the Date! 

Saturday, 

June 7th 

7PM 

Salsa Dance 

Fundraiser 

To raise money for  

Aquinas Center summer 

programs for  

children and youth.  

$10 adults 

$5 children  

All are welcome! 



Why am I here?  
What am I going  
to do now?  

Global Solidarity and Local Action Event—April 30th 9AM-3PM 

Penn Partnership Thrives  

Aquinas Center has several active programs 
with students from Penn’s Graduate School  
of Education: 

 PennPal Project 

 Intergenerational Literacy 

 Community Researchers 

 PEaR Committee 

 Comics Club 

 

Over 60 undergraduate and graduate students 

stayed at Aquinas Center during their schools’ 

spring breaks. Each group began the week by 

considering why they were in South Philly. 

They concluded it with an evaluation that 

asked them to describe how they would act  

on what they experienced. These young men 

and women from Misericordia University,  

Villanova University, Cornell College, Drexel 

University Law School, and Georgetown  

University identified a number of ways they 

could respond thoughtfully to all they encoun-

tered through service, learning, and  reflection.  

Some of their thoughts: 

 I will certainly not be wasteful as I have 

been - knowing what little people have 

in this community, but how they do so 

much with it. 

 I will pursue a summer position in  

immigration law and will take classes  

n the subject. 

 As a theatre major, I am inspired by the 

ability of community involvement in 

public arts to impact an area.  I will be 

studying and experimenting with these 

practices more! 

 By taking one step at a time to  

help others. 

 I hope to infuse our community with the 

knowledge and skills I learned here by 

continuing to be an advocate, taking my 

skills to the local women’s shelter, and 

introducing murals to our campus, and 

hopefully get one painted. 

 I will take action by educating  

others about social issues. 

 Opening my mind, returning to the 

community for further service. 

Transformation >>> 

Learn from Catholic Relief Services about global 
issues impacting millions of individuals and families. 
 
Understand what the Church in America is doing to  
welcome immigrants, migrants, and refugees through a 
presentation by the Archdiocese of Philadelphia’s Office 
for Pastoral Care for Migrants and Refugees. 
 
Discuss practical examples of local action that seek to 
accompany and advocate for more just communities with 
New Sanctuary Movement, Cabrini College,  
St. Thomas Aquinas Mission School, and Liberti 
Church. 
 
Enjoy good food, fellowship, and networking! 

Register 
Now! 

Visit 

www.staquinas.com  

Or, call (267)928-4048 

$20 includes coffee, lunch, 

and sessions 

1700 Fernon St. 19145 

Our Community Researchers Project  

received great coverage in the University of 

Pennsylvania newspaper earlier this spring. 

An excerpt of that story: 

Students at the Aquinas Center, a Catholic 

organization serving South Philadelphia’s 

culturally and linguistically diverse popula-

tions, are learning how to ask critical  

questions about issues important to them 

thanks to Microgiving @ Penn GSE, a  

community-focused crowd funding initia-

tive...  

Reading, Writing and Literacy students 

visit the Aquinas Center every other Sunday 

– a time chosen by the community because 

it coincides with church services – to work 

with the books and develop research  

projects. The award-winning informational 

books help students understand research 

concepts like evidence, data, and primary 

sources. Using their new understanding of 

these concepts, the students choose topics 

relevant to their lives and design research 

projects around them, ultimately creating 

their own books or texts to share their 

work. At the end of the year, Dr. Gerald 

Campano and his team will hold a  

celebration for the students to share their 

books – and their findings – with the  

community that inspired them.   

Read the rest at: http://
www.gse.upenn.edu/news/microgiving-
penn-gse-funds-community-literacy-
project-south-philly 

http://www.crs.org/
http://archphila.org/evangelization/pastcare/pastcare.htm
http://archphila.org/evangelization/pastcare/pastcare.htm
http://www.sanctuaryphiladelphia.org/
http://www.cabrini.edu/
http://stthomasphila.independencemissionschools.org/
http://www.liberti.org/
http://www.liberti.org/
http://staquinas.com/aquinascenter/
http://www.gse.upenn.edu/support_gse/microgiving


Learn more at: 
www.staquinas.com/aquinascenter 
www.facebook.com/aquinascenter 

Contact us: 
Aquinas Center 
1700 Fernon Street 
Philadelphia, PA, 19145 
Phone: (267) 928-4048 
Email: bwelch@staquinas.com 

Finding An Agent That’s Right For 
You 

“It is love that will make us want to do 
great things for each other. No sacrifice 
and no suffering will then seem too 
much.”       - Dorothy Day  

  

Aquinas Center was developed as a collaborative 

effort with the parishioners of St. Thomas Catholic 

Community, neighbors in South Philadelphia, and 

many people of good will from partnering organiza-

tions and agencies. The former convent was  

re-purposed to be a welcoming place that offered 

mutual support to fostered shared understanding 

across cultural divides.  

The building was dedicated January 27th, 2013 at a 

large multilingual ceremony. In late summer 2013, 

five individuals were invited to serve as the found-

ing board of directors to guide the formation of the 

nonprofit corporation. Additional support and lead-

ership is provided by Msgr. Hugh J. Shields of St. 

Thomas Aquinas, Fr. Joseph Dinh C. Huynh, Fr. 

Didik Setiyawan, and the parish council. 

 

Our Story  

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Sr. Ruth Bolarte, IHM   President  
Director, Office of Multi-Cultural  
Ministry at the Diocese of Metuchen, NJ 

Michael Jordan Laskey  Vice President 
Director, Life & Justice Ministries for the 
Diocese of Camden, NJ  

Matthew Davis  Treasurer 
Director, Office for Pastoral Care for Migrants 
and Refugees, Archdiocese of Philadelphia.   

María Paula Ghiso, Ed.D   Secretary 
Assistant Professor, Dept. of Curriculum and 
Teaching at Teachers College, Columbia  
University, NY, NY 

Ralph Citino 
Business Manager, St. Thomas Aquinas and 
St. Malachy’s, Philadelphia, PA 

STAFF 
 

Bethany J. Welch, Ph.D. 
Director 

Bridget McGovern 
MSW Intern 

Our Team 

Continued from p. 1 

Help us practice  
hospitality! We need: 
   Brooms and dustpans  
     Aluminum foil 
     Plastic wrap 
     Gallon size ziplock bags 
     Coffee 
     Herbal tea 
     Creamer 
     Lemonade mix 
     Iced tea mix 
     Healthy snacks like microwave  
     popcorn, granola bars, fruit, and nuts 
  

 

only will the garden be a source of healthy food 

for area residents but the garden will also build 

community and encourage healthy eating and 

activity, as well. 

We believe that the combination 

of classroom work, garden activi-

ties, family involvement, and  

interaction with volunteers will 

activate our community’s cultural 

knowledge, reinforce both unique 

and shared cultural practices around food and 

community, inspire creative visual expression in 

open space, encourage healthy eating and physi-

cal activity, and provide nutritious produce to 

individuals and families that need it.  

ELL children and youth will interview parents, 

grandparents, and other family or community 

members about culturally important recipes, 

special gardening techniques, plant or food 

folklore, plants used for celebrations, etc.  

Students will keep garden/science 

journals to observe weather and 

growing and create artwork for 

the garden space. Aquinas Center 

will host summer exercise classes 

in courtyard (Salsa dancing, yoga, 

jump rope, etc.) With the help of 

our Penn partners, the community research-

ers can chart the progress of the garden with 

photos that can be used for making their 

own fiction and non-fiction books.  A harvest 

celebration and showcase in Fall 2015 will 

share the good work with the larger commu-

nity.  

"I will help water  

the plants."  

- Mario, 2nd grade  


